AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.111 Attorney Docket No. Q79241 

U.S. Application No.: 10/754,709 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 

application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1. (currently amended): A motor-driven power steering control apparatus, comprising: 

steering state detecting means for detecting a steering state of a steering system; 

motor drive coiimiand value arithmetic means for arithmetically determining a motor 
drive conmiand value for an assist motor of said steering system on the basis of a detection 
signal outputted from said steering state detecting means; 

trouble detecting means designed for outputting a trouble detection signal upon detection 
of a-trouble in said motor-driven power steering control apparatus; 

motor drive command value correcting means for processing said motor drive command 
value so that said motor drive conmiand value is decremented from a predetermined initial value 
as a function of time lapse when the trouble detection signal is outputted from said trouble 
detecting means; and 

motor driving means for driving said assist motor on the basis of the motor drive 
command value outputted from said motor drive command value correcting means, 
wherein said motor drive conunand value correcting means includes 
smoothing means for smoothing said motor drive conmiand value outputted from said 
motor drive command value arithmetic means, and 



4 



AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.111 Attorney Docket No. Q79241 

U.S. Application No.: 10/754,709 

wherein a value acquired through said smoothing means is employed as said 
predetermined initial value. 

2. (original): A motor-driven power steering control apparatus according to claim 1, 
said smoothing means is implemented as a low-pass filter capable of dynamically 

changing over fi'equency filtering characteristics. 

3. (withdrawn): A motor-driven power steering control apparatus according to claim 1, 
fiurther comprising: 

steering angle detecting means for detecting a steering state of said steering system, 
wherein said motor drive conunand value correcting means is so designed that when said 
motor drive command value is processed to be decremented fi*om said predetermined initial 
value as a fiinction of time lapse, said motor drive command value correcting means processes 
said motor drive conmiand value by taking into consideration decrementing of a steering angle 
detected by said steering angle detecting means. 

4. (withdrawn): A motor-driven power steering control apparatus according to claim 1, 
fiirther comprising: 

steering neutral point detecting means for detecting a steering neutral point, 
wherein said motor drive command value correcting means is so designed that when said 
steering neutral point detecting means detects the steering neutral point, said motor drive 
command value correcting means sets instantaneously to zero the motor drive command value 
which is being decremented fi^om said predetermined initial value as a fiinction of time lapse. 
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5. (currently amended): A motor-driven power steering control apparatus, comprising: 

steering state detecting means for detecting a steering state of a steering system; 

motor drive conmiand value arithmetic means for arithmetically determining a motor 
drive command value for an assist motor of said steering system on the basis of a detection 
signal outputted from said steering state detecting means; 

trouble detecting means designed for outputting a trouble detection signal upon detection 
of a-trouble in said motor-driven power steering control apparatus; 

motor drive command value correcting means for processing said motor drive command 
value so that said motor drive command value is decremented from a predetermined initial value 
as a function of time lapse when the trouble detection signal is outputted from said trouble 
detecting means; and 

motor driving means for driving said assist motor on the basis of the motor drive 
command value outputted from said motor drive conmiand value correcting means, 

wherein said motor drive command value correcting means is so designed as to employ 
as said predetermined initial value a value whose maximum is previously limited. 
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